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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-6; 9; 11-13,15; 19,21,24-25,33-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Lee (US 2005/0047616 A1). 

RE claim 1, Lee disclose of the modular mounting bar for securing 
components to a surface (fig. 1-10), comprising: a plurality of audio- 
visual modules (fig. 5-8; page 1[0002] line 10-17; page 1[0003]); a 
rail configured to be attached to the surface at one of a plurality of 
locations along the rail and configured to receive a module at one of 
a plurality of locations along the rail (fig. 5-8 (26)); and a cover 
configured to be secured in front of at least a portion of one of the 
modules (page 1 [0006] line 11-15). 

Re claim 2, Lee discloses a modular mounting system for audio- 
visual components (fig. 1-10), comprising: at least one audio-visual 
module (fig. 5-8; page 1[0002] line 10-17; page 1[0003]); and a rail 
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wherein the rail is configured to be attached to a surface, and 
wherein the rail is configured to receive the module (fig. 5-8 (26)). 

Re claim 3, the modular mounting system of claim 2, further 
comprising: a cover that is configured to be securely positioned in 
front of the module (page 1[0006] line 11-15). 

Re claim 4, the modular mounting system of claim 3, wherein the 
cover is configured to be secured to the at least one module (page 
1 [0006] line 11-15) , 

Re claim 5, the modular mounting system of claim 3, wherein the 
cover comprises a grille (page 1[0006] line 11-15). 

Re claim 6, the modular mounting system of claim 2, wherein the 
rail comprises a plurality of openings configured to receive a 
fastener (fig. 5-7 (38,40,26) wherein speakers and others may be 
fastened) . 



Re claim 9, the modular mounting system of claim 2, wherein the 
at least one audio-visual module comprises a loudspeaker {fig.5- 
7(26)) . 
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Re claim 11, the modular mounting system of claim 2, wherein the 
at least one audio-visual module comprises an amplifier (page 1[0005] 
line 11-20 and par [0004] line 11-17; fig. 5 (38)). 

Re claim 12, the modular mounting system of claim 2, wherein the 
at least one audio-visual module comprises a television tuner (page 
2 [0028]) & page 1 [0005] line 11-20 and par [0004] line 11-17; fig. 5 
(38) ) . 

Re claim 13, the modular mounting system of claim 2, wherein the 
at least one audio-visual module comprises an audio-visual controller 
(page 2 [0028] ) . 

Re claim 15, the modular mounting system of claim 2, wherein the 
at least one audio-visual module comprises a wireless receiver (page 
2 [0028] /received remote control commands)). 

Re claim 19, the modular mounting system of claim 2, wherein the 
at least one audio-visual module comprises a central processing unit 
(CPU) (page 2 [0028] /A/V processing) ) . 
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Re claim 21, the modular mounting system of claim 2, wherein the 
at least one audio-visual module comprises an audio-visual signal 
distribution system (page 2 [0028] ) . 

Re claim 24, Lee discloses the method of mounting audio-visual 
components to a surface (fig. 1-10), comprising: securing a rail to the 
surface (fig. 3A-B; page 2 [0024] line 3-10); and connecting an audio- 
visual component to the rail (f ig. 5-10/spealcers wt plasma TV). 

Re claim 25, the method of claim 24, further comprising 
connecting at least one additional audio-visual component to the rail 
(fig. 5 (38); page 1 [0005] line 11-20). 

Re claim 33, Lee disclose of the modular mounting bar for 
securing components in proximity to a display having a width (fig.3A- 
B, page 2 par. [0024] ) , comprising: a rail having mounting locations 
for audio-visual components (fig. 5-8); and means for connecting an 
audio-visual component to multiple locations on the rail so that 
component locations match the width of the display (fig. 6 (26)). 

Re claim 34, the module mounting bar of claim 33, further 
comprising means for connecting at least one additional audio-visual 
component to the rail (fig. 5 (38); page 2 par. [0028] ) . 
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3 . Claims 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Dudleston et al. (US 2003/0123679 1). 

Re claim 22, Dudleston et al. disclose of a method of mounting audio- 
visual components to a surface (fig. 1,3), comprising: securing a rail 
having portions thereof that define a channel to the surface (fig.l wt 

(60,70)); and securing at least one audio-visual component having 
attachment surfaces that matingly connect with the channel to the 
rail, so as to fix the component in a desired location on the rail 

(fig.l (20); page 2 [0018] ) . 

Re claim 23, the method of claim 22, further comprising: securing 
a cover to the component so as to secure the cover in a desired 
location on the component (fig.l (80)). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 10,16-18,20,26-31.35-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over by Lee (US 2005/0047616 A1) and further in view of Official Notice. 

Reclaim 10, Lee disclose of the modular mounting system of claim 
2, wherein the audio-visual module may comprise of a tuner and other 
electrical apparatuses may be incorporated (page 1 par [0005] line 11- 
20) , However, Lee fail to disclose of the detail wherein the at least 
one audio- visual module comprises a DVD player. But, official notice 
is taken that the concept of having such receiver being a DVD player 
is. commonly known in the art, thus it would have been obvious to have 
incorporated the additional module comprises a DVD Player for the 
purpose of enabling playing of recorded video. 

Similarly, Re claims 16-18,20 have been analyzed and rejected with respect to 
claim 10 above. 

Re claim 35, Lee disclose of a modular mounting bar for securing 
components in proximity to a display having a width (fig. 5-8), 
comprising: at least one module audio- visual -module (page 1 
par [00003]); a railing having a length no greater than the display 
width and having several mounting holes at each of a plurality of 
module mounting locations to match module mounting to display width 
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(fig, 1-6); and a cover with the display width for better matching the 
appearance of the flat panel monitor and the room decor with the 
speakers length being approximately the same as the display width 
(page 1 par [0006] line 11-15), However, Lee fail to disclose the 
specific length being substantially the same as the display width. 
However, official notice is taken that with the above disclosure, it 
would have been obvious to have incorporating the specific of having 
the length being substantially the same as the display width for 
better matching the appearance of the flat panel monitor with the 
speaker length. 

Re claims 36-48 have been analyzed and rejected with respect to claims 9-21 
respectively. 

Re claim 26, Lee discloses the assembly for mounting audio-visual 
components for use with a wall-mounted display (fig. 8-9), the assembly 
comprising: at least two audio-visual modules comprising loudspeakers 
(fig. 8 (26)); a rail wherein the rail is configured to be attached to a 
surface (fig.3a-b), and wherein the rail is configured to receive the 
module (fig. 8; page 1 par [0003]); and a cover (page 1 par [0006] line 
11-15) , ) , However, Lee fail to disclose the specific having a 
dimension approximately equal to a length of the display . However, 
official notice is taken that with the above disclosure, it would have 
been obvious to have incorporating the specific of having the specific 
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having a dimension approximately equal to a length of the display for 
the purpose of better matching the appearance of the flat panel 
monitor with the speaker length, while, Lee disclose of the above, He 
is silent in regard to the defining a mating relationship with the at 
least two modules. However, Lee did disclose of having terminals for 
the speakers and producing enhanced acoustic experience with the Flat 
planel tv and the speakers and receiving speaker signals from the flat 
panel monitor (page 1 [0003-4 , 003] , thus with the above disclosure by 
Lee it is inherent of the existence of having such a mating 
relationship with the at least two modules (speakers, flat monitor) . 

Re claim 27, the assembly of claim 26, wherein the cover is 
configured to be coupled to the modules (page 1 [0006] line 11-15). 

Re claim 28, the assembly of claim 26, wherein the cover is 
configured to be coupled to the rail (page 1[0006] line 11-15) /rail 
wherein speakers are connected thus inherently coupled) . 

Re claim 29, the assembly of claim 26, wherein the cover 
comprises a grille (page 1[0006] line 11-15). 

Re claim 30, the assembly of claim 26, further comprising a third 
module comprising a loudspeaker (f ig. 5-6/multiple speakers module). 
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Re claim 31, the assembly of claim 26, further comprising a 
module comprising an amplifier (fig. 5 (38); page 3 par[0028]). 



6. Claims 14,32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over by 
Lee (US 2005/0047616 A1) and further in view of Annaratone (6,151,401), 



Re claim 14, the modular mounting system of claim 2 with the 
audio-visual module comprises a transmitter (fig. 5-8 (26) speaker), 
However, Lee fail to disclose of the transmitter being wireless. But, 
Annaratone disclose a system with the further limitation of having the 
wireless transmitter (col. 3 line 54-57) for the purpose of providing 
simpler connections between the modules. 

Re claim 32, has been analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 
14 above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 7-8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Disler Paul whose telephone number is 571-270-1 187. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chin Vivian can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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